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INTRODUCTION T
here are many studies ol aggression with Western populations (Attili & Hin· de, 1986; Eron. 1982; Feshbach. t 970; Hartup, 1974; Hinde, 1985; Huesmann, Eron, Lefkowitz, & Walder, 1984; Hyde, 1984; Lagerspetz, Bjorkqvist, & Peltonen, 1988; Olweus, 1980; Parke & Deur, 1972; Perry, Kusel. & Perry, 1988; Pope, Bier· man, & Mumma, 1991; Pulkkinen, 1984; Younger, Schwartzman, & Ledingham, 1985) , however there is little research which examines children's aggressive behavior in developing countries (Minturn & Lambert, 1964) . Crime statistics from International Supra Wimbarb Police (1988) records highlight the exist ence of wide variations in the rate of vio lence and aggression around the world.
According to these records, murder rates in the United States are ten to twenty times higher than in other industrialized nations, and are even higher when compared with developing countries. For example, in the United States in 1988 there were roughly 5,665 crimes (murder, sex offenses, seri ous assault, theft, breaking and entering, and fraud) per 100,000 inhibitants com pared to only 152 per 100,000 in Indone sia.
In accounting for these differences it has been suggested that culture deter mines not only the rate of violence (Goldstein & Segall, 1983) , but also how much aggression is tolerated within a soci ety and how it may be expressed {Parke & Salby, 1983 ). In Indonesia, quiet self-con trol is htghly regarded (Kuntjaraningrat, 1985) . As a result, Indonesians refrain from aggressing in response to provocations that would otherwise evoke powerful retaliation from persons in similar circumstances in other cultures.
Beliefs about aggression and differ ences in childrearing practices may partially explain cultural variations in aggressive behavior. Various cultures hold contrasting views concerning the appropriateness of aggression and reasons for its occurrence (Fraczek, 1985; Osterweil & Nagano Nakamura, 1992) . For example, a study by Osterweil and Nagano-Nakamura indicated that Japanese mothers viewed aggression as a natural part of their children's behav ior but believed that it should be expressed within the family where it can be regulated and therefore do little serious harm. In con trast, Israeli mothers believed that aggres sion mainly a response to external provo cations. and they beheved that aggression should be expressed outside the family 6 rather than within it. Such contrasting be liefs about aggression influence childrearing practices in various cultures and in turn, help to explain why cuhural differences exist in the rate and intensity of many of forms of aggression which tend to persist over time (Fraczek & Kirwil, 1992 tend to use physical punishment. and tend to use love-onented discipline (Becker, 1964; Fesbach, 1970; & Martin, 1975) . In Sweden Olweus (1980) to discipline a child consistently for an in fraction each time it occurs. These two reserachers found that children who re ceived inconsistent reward and punishment for their aggressive behavior were more resistant to the use of consistent punitive control. However, this study only looked at intraagent consistency and mechanically delivered noxious noise, thus raising the question of the ecological validity of the study. Another study which looked at the interagenl consistency of punishment (Sawin & Parke, 1979) showed that aggres sion occured highest in the inconsistent discipline condition, followed by consistent approval and consistent ignore, and low est in the consistent disapproval condition. (NYLS) found that children who developed behavior problems (included ag gressiveness), had a �ditticulr tempera mental pattern at earlier ages. Aggressive children were more active, more irregular, had lower thresholds. were low on adapt ability, and were rated high on intensity, persistence, and distractibility. A longitudi nal study spanning for five years was con ducted with six month-old babies (Bates, 1987) . The mothers were asked on a tem perament questionnaire that allowed re· searcher to identify "difficult" babies. It was found that the same mothers were periodi caUy evaluated their children's aggressive behavior, and that temperament ratings were quite good predictors of which chil dren would display greater amounts of ag gression. Maternal nurturance and restrictive· ness were measured using Block Child
Rearing Practices Report (Rickel & Biasatti, 1982 Table 1 . (Wilcox, 1996) . As shown in Table   2 , there were no sex differences in During the interview with his mother, she asserted that usually he goes to her with any protlems. When her children quar rel, she tells the child to stop and that he has to take care of his sister, then she brings the younger away from the subject.
She also inculcated "good behavior" such as politeness, give to the needy ('zakal'), and respect to the elderly (especially his grandparents) via story-telling during bed times. During home observations, observer recorded more consistent discipline than inconsistent between his mother and lather.
At school this child joined the lqro', and he was in book 4 (out of 6 books). During the indoors observations, he listened quietly.
Even though he seemed bored with a class activity, he could sit still -alter his sitting position-lean his head on the 
Sex Differences
This current study found no sex differ ences in children's aggression. This result is inconsistent with the major findings of sex differences in aggression (Hyde, 1984; Maccoby et al., 1974 Maccoby et al., , 1980 Tieger, 1980) . These prior studies also found that boys and men are not only more physically ag gressive than girls and women, but also more verbally aggressive. However, the result of the current study is similar to other cross-cultural studies by Whiting & Edwards (1973) which found no sex differ ences in retaliatory aggression among coulu lead tc differences in their treatment t SIKOL::lGIK� Nomor 2 Tanun U Jan•.iari 1997
Child-Rearing practces and Temperament ot Children: Are They Realy Determnant.5 of Children's Aggression' to boys and girls. Kuntjaraningrat (1985) posited that the Javanese families continue to value certain sex stereotypic behaviors which are appropriate for boys and girls. Another major Javanese value is "go tong-royong": helping other people in need.
Javanese parents also teach their children that their neighbors are also their family. Becker. 1964; Feshbach, 1970; Martin, 1975; Olweus, 1980 tion to the persons around them (Thomas et a",1977) . These irritation might provoke PSIKOLOGIKA Nomor 2 Tahun ti Januari 1997
Child·Reanng Practices and 'temperament ol Children: Are They Really Determinants ol Children's Aggression? aggression of their peers, and in return these children model the peers to behave aggressively. Childrearing practices vary across cultures (Segall, 1983) and Child Rearing Interview Guides (Sears et al, 1957) , and the Block Child Rearing Atti tudes Report (Rickel & Biasatti, 1982) have been widely used, it could not predict the Javanese childrearing practices in conjuc tlon with children's aggression. This might be due to the fact that Javanese rearing practices are based on Javanese values and parental beliefs which were not tapped by the measure used in the current study.
CONCLUSIONS
The home observation in the current study onty measured interparent consis tency of discipline. and did not measure the mtraparent consistency of discipline.
There is a possibility that observed aggres sion in the current sample was related to intraparent consistency of discipline rather than interparent consistency of discipline. Longitudinal or cross-sectional studies will be beneficial for improving our understan ding about children's aggression.
